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Grade 4  Duration  Assessed 

Standards  
Description / Big Ideas   Essential Questions  End of Unit Assessment  

Unit 1:  

We are the  
Stories We Tell  

25-30 days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4,  
RI.7, RI.9  
Writing: W.3  
Language: L.1,  
L.2, L.4  
Speaking and  
Listening: SL.1  

Description: Students spend Unit 1 exploring 

the stories people tell by comparing and 

contrasting first and second hand accounts of 

the same events or topics. Through the 

exploration of multiple accounts, students will 

practice identifying main idea and details, 

summarization, and integrating information 

from two texts.  

 
Big Idea: Exploring the stories people tell by 

comparing and contrasting first and second-

hand accounts of the same events or topics  

 

Core Works: A variety of informational texts, 

The Tarantula in My Purse, Where the Flame 

Trees Bloom  

  
  

What makes a person memorable? 

How do journeys shape a person’s 

identity?  

Narrative Task – Children’s  
Book  
Based upon readings about 

memorable individuals, students 

select an individual and write a 

small moment, first-person 

narrative. Students take on the 

role of a children’s book author.  

Students select the format for 

publication and share their texts.  

Unit 2:   
Changing  
Relationships: 

An Author  
Study of Kate  
DiCamillo  

30-35 days  Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4, RL.7   
Writing: W.2,  
W.9  
Language: L.1,  
L.2, L.5  
Speaking and  
Listening: SL.1,  
SL.5  

Description: Students will compare the 

development of similar themes and topics 

across novels through a Kate DiCamillo author 

study. While unit 2 is largely a literary unit, 

students will also read biographies, 

autobiographies, interviews and other accounts 

about Kate DiCamillo’s life in order to make 

connections between the author’s life and the 

stories she develops.  

 
Big Idea: Comparing the development of 

similar themes across novels through an 

author study.  

 

Core Works: Various short literary texts by 

Kate DiCamillo, The Miraculous Journey 

of Edward Tulane, Because of Winn Dixie, 

Tiger Rising, The Illuminated Adventures of 

Flora and Ulysses  

  

  

How do family and friends shape the 

people we become?  
How does an author’s development 

of theme help us better understand 

our world?  

Literary Analysis – Author  
Scrapbook  
Students will create a scrapbook 

to show how Kate DiCamillo’s 

life experiences influenced the 

characters, settings, events, and 

themes in her stories. They will 

use both the information 

gathered from their short- 

focused research on Kate 

DiCamillo’s life (10 Things I  
Know About Kate DiCamillo) 

as well as details from her 

novels and stories that they 

have read in class.  
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Unit 3:   
Taking a Stand  

20-25  days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4,  
RI.5, RI.7, RI.8,  
RI.9  
Writing: W.1,  
W.6, W.9  
Language: L.2,  
L.3  
Speaking and  
Listening: SL.5  

Description: In the first half of unit 3, 

students will learn about the power of 

information through the development of an 

infographic. Students will select a topic 

related to a social issue. Students will 

conduct research and develop an 

infographic to inform others about both 

sides of the selected topic. In the second 

half of unit, students will use their own 

infographic or their peers' infographics to 

develop an opinion about one of the 

selected topics.  

 
Big Idea: Using reasons and evidence 

from our research to take a stand on a 

social issue.  

 

Core Works: A variety of informational 

texts including infographics  

  

  

How do people determine 

right from wrong?  
What motivates people to 

stand up for what is right?  

Analysis Task – Opinion piece of a 

Social Issue  
Students examine a topic and integrate 

information from multiple texts in order 

to form an opinion and support it with 

reasons and information. Students have 

a choice of expressing their opinion 

through a blog, podcast or screencast.  

Unit 4:   
Building on  
Our Past  

25 –30 days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.9  
Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3  
Writing: W.2,  
W.6, W.8, W.9  
Language: L.1,  
L.3, L.5 

Speaking and  
Listening: SL.5  

Description: Students will explore genres 

of poetry in preparation for a novel study 

written in narrative poetry. Students will 

learn about one character’s journey to 

becoming a refugee as they consider how 

the past is connected to the present.  

 
Big Idea: Using character development and 

themes across literature to explore how the 

past helps us to better understand the 

present.  

 
Core Works: Various informational texts 

and works of poetry, Inside Out and Back  
Again, Shooting Kabul  

  

  

How does learning about 

the past help us 

understand the present? 

How do the stories we 

choose to tell define our 

cultural and personal 

identities?  

Research Simulation - Digital  
Student Resource Vietnamese  
Culture  
Throughout the course of this unit, 

students have read Inside Out and Back 

Again by Thanhha Lai and completed 

research about the Vietnam War, as well 

as the traditions and customs of the 

Vietnamese culture. Students will gather 

the information they have collected over 

the course of this unit to create a digital 

resource that teaches upcoming 4th 

graders about the background 

knowledge needed to better understand 

the story. They will reflect upon how 

learning this information helped them to 

better understand the story  
Inside Out and Back Again. 
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Unit 5:   
Genre  
Reformulation  

20-25 days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4,  
RI.5, RI.7, RI.8,  
RI.9  
Writing: W.3,  
W.9  
Language: L.1,  
L.3, L.4  
Speaking and  
Listening: SL.5  

Description: Students will have the 

opportunity to analyze a variety of genres in 

which authors present similar information on 

the same topic. When writers choose a topic 

to write about, they have several choices - do 

they want to write through the lens of non-

fiction? Can they present information through 

the lens of a narrative? Throughout their 

exploration, students will analyze the pros 

and cons of each style and ultimately reflect 

on which presentation helped them, as 

readers, better understand the topic.  

 
Big Idea: Analyzing authors’ genre choices 

when writing about a topic and reflecting on 

which presentation helped students, as 

readers, better understand the topic as a 

whole.  

 

Core Works: Variety of literary and 

informational texts.  

  How do different writers 

approach the same topic?  
Narrative Task/Informational Task 

– Genre Reformulation After 

learning about various topics (i.e. 

government, Native Americans, and 

space) through different genre lenses, 

students will choose one topic with 

which they will conduct a "genre 

reformulation". As their culminating 

event, students will write about what 

they have learned on the topic, 

choosing a particular genre that they 

feel best meets the needs of a reader. 

This choice will be supported by their 

ongoing reflections of the various 

genres they read throughout the unit 

and their reading preferences.   

Unit 6:   
Life Journeys   

20 days  Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4, RL.6,  
RL.7, RL.9 

Writing: W.2 

Language: L.1. 

L.3, L.4  
Speaking and  
Listening: SL.1,  
SL.4, SL.5  

Description: Students will analyze the 

narrative elements of character, setting, point 

of view and theme through the lens of 

literature circle discussions during an 

extended novel study.  

 
Big Idea: Analyzing the development of 

characters, setting and events in a literary text 

to explore how life experiences impact 

growth.  

 
Core Works: Various short literary texts, War 

with Grandpa, Out of My Mind, Island of the 

Blue Dolphins, King of the Wind   

  How do successes and 

mistakes help a person grow?  
Analysis Task – Literary  
Road Map  
While reading a novel, students track 

narrative elements using Notice & Note 

signposts. These signposts (i.e. contrasts 
and contradictions, memory moments, 

and words of the wiser) helped students 

document the development of characters, 

settings and events and unlock a theme of 

their novel. Students will then plot these 
developments as “stops” on a Literary 

Road Map where the final destination will 

mark a theme. 

 


